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Green push with floating hydro-solar power project

A VAST array of
solar panels floats
on the shimmering waters of a reser-
voir in northeast Thailand. symbolis-
ing the kingdom’s drive towards
clean energy as it seeks carbon neu-
trality by 2050,

The immense installation, cover-
ing 720,000sq m of water surface, is
a hybrid system thal converts sun-
light to electricity by day and gener-
ates hydropower at night.

‘Touted by the authoritics as the
“world’s largest Noating hydro-solar
farm”, the Sirindhorn dam project
in Ubon Ratchathani is the
of 15 such farms planned to he built

by 2037,

The kingdom is stepping up etforts
to wean itself off fossil fuels and at
the COP26 climate conference in
Glusgow last year, Prime Minister
Prayuth Chan-o-cha set the targel of
carbon neutrality by 2050 followed
by a net-zero greenhouse emissions
by 2065.

The Sirindhorn dam farm - which
began operations last October - has
over 144,000 solar cells, covering the
same arca as 70 football pitches, and
can generate 45mw of electricity.

“We can claim that through 45mw
combined with hydropower and
cnergy management system  for

solar and hydro powers, this is the
first and  bigges! project in the
world,” Electricity Generadng Auth-
ority of Thailand (Egat) deputy gov-
ernor Prasertsak  Cherngechawano
said.

The hybrid energy project aims to
reduce carbon emissions hy
47,000 tonnes per year and to sup-
port Thailands push toward gener-
aling 30% ol ils energy from renew-
ables by 2037, according to Egat.

But hitting these targets will
require a major revamp ol power
generation,

Thalland still relies heavily on
fossil fuel, with 55% of power

derived from natural gas as of
Oclober last year compared with
11% [rom renewables and hydro-
power, according to the Energy
Policy and Planning Office, a depart-
ment of the ministry ol eneryy.

Egal plans to gradually install
floa hydro-solar farms in 15
more dams across Thailand by 2037,
with o total power generation capac-
ily of 2,725mw.

The US$35mil (RM146.4miD) Sir-
indhorn project took nearly two
years to build - including Covid-19
hold-ups caused by delays 1o solar
panel deliveries and technicians fall-
ing sick. — AFD



