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It's all about protecting the water, says Awer

By FATIMAH ZAINAL
fatimah@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: The protection of
water catcchment areas precedes all
else when it comes to preservi
water resources and ensuring su
cient water supply amid climate
change, according to the Associa-
ton of Water and Energy Research
Malaysia (Awer),

Its president S, Piarapokaran
noted that withourt sufticient water
resources, scarcity would be a
serious issue,

“I'he authoritics must ensure that
dams and their supporting inlra-
structure are operating at design
capacity.

“Lately, we have heard that some
dams are drying up due lo dry
weather, This is an absurd reason
as we built this infrastructure to
withstand dry weather,” he said in

a statement o The Star in conjunc-
don with World Environment Day
yesterday,

“Il o particular Inleastrocture
lails 10 operale according o il
design capaciry, there is a need to0
carry out studies to determine the
reasnn as sustained irregulurities in
a dam'’s Tunction is not @ normal
situation.”

Malaysia must also address pollu-
tion control, sold  Plarapakaran,
adding that there were newer tech-
nologies that could help businesses
meet their zero-waste targets,

“We will need a chemical data-
bise, colluboration between lederal
and state agencies as well as
improved legislation to meet these
targets,” he said,

Awer had put forward many sug-
gestions and it was now up to the
government to ensure that both
new and existing industrial zones

could participate in this eflorl, he
added.

“Awer also encourages Cross-
industry collaboration as such
alltempls will ssve a lot ol cost
between Industries,” he said.

The consumption pattern or
demand-management was also an
important lool to conserve and pre-
serve the nation’s precious water
resources, he added.

“When we reduce the amount of
witer used in o particular process,
we reduce the amount ol waste-
water produced,” he explained,

Mcanwhile, joint billing for water
und sewerage had been o National
Waler Services Industry Restruc-
mrt:f goal for more than a decade,

Plarapakaran.

The sewernge billing will be
made volumelrie 1o ensure (hat it is
fair to consumers.

In this process, centralised sewer-

age operation will be parcelled and
merged with state water compa-
nies.

“Unfortunately, this process has
yet to be completed,” he said.

As for businesses, water audits
could be carried out to determine
the water footprint per unit of
products and services, he added.

“This way, Industries can be
assisted In reducing water con-
swmption to ensure that their access
to the premium market is not affect-
ed,” he said.

He added that such restrictions
were already in place for some
environmental parameters.

“Agriculture, incuding monocrop
plantation, uses the most water and
there is no audited data to deter-
mine the exact values.

“That makes his seclor one ol the
main contributors of non-point
source pollution,” he said,



