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Nation needs buffer food stocks to keep prices, supplies stable

00D security must be ad-

dressed by all parties,

Rapid climate change, ex-

panding populations,
wars and land-use constraints
caused by urbanisation are con-
tributing to the deterioration of
food supply.

In fact, food Insecurity is rising
in a number of nations, reversing
years of developmental progress
and endangering the Sustainable
Development Goals 2030.

Having sufficient food is recog-
nised as a fundamental human
right. According to the Food and
Agriculture Organisation, under-
nourishment as a percentage of
the world’s population fell by 4.3
per cent from 2001 to 2019, But
now, it is on the rise again,

In 2019 and 2020, the preva-
lence of malnutrition increased

from 8.4 percent to 99 per cent,

The current food supply crisis
is expected to persist if signif-
lcant efforts are not made to ad-
dress it.

Thus the government must re-
prioritise agro-economic policy:
the agricultural industry con-
tributes to human survival.

In this regard, comprehensive
measures involving multiple sec-
tors and parties must be imple-
mented.

We must learn {rom Thailand
and the Netherlands, which have
developed highly advanced agri-
cultural innovations that max-
imise material and cost-savings,
and require minimal space.

They are also global providers
of agricultural- and livestock-re-
lated technology and equipment,
Agricultural growth is a major
contributor to their economies
and Industries,

People must be aware of the
slgnificance of having a variety of
crops and livestock as food
sources.

Currently, our country has only
rice buffer stocks. In order to en-
sure food supply is not disrupted,
It is critical to increase the buffer
stocks of other foods such as
chicken. The availability of buffer

reforms. FILE PIC

stocks of different foods will sta-
bilise supplies and prices.

Therefore, it is crucial to en-
hance the technological capacity
to store and distribute food for a
long period. The storage of food
by ancient Egyptian kings during
fa-mines Is one of the best ex-
amples of food preservation for
security.

Several food pncka}.un tech-
nologles can improve food acces-
sibility by extending shelf life.

Retort packaging is one such
technology. The technology may
appear to be new, but it has been

Malaysia’s agriculture and food policies require fundamental

used to store food for soldiers on
the battlefield since the 1950s.

Numerous other methods of
food preservation can be imple-
mented as a mechanism to create
buffer stocks.

Food preservation techniques
have been refined over the years
to extend the shelf life, and main-
tan quality and nutritional value.

The oldest method is drying or
dehydrating. Historically, people
preserved meat or fish by drying
them in the sun.

Some people preserve fruits,
vegetables and seafood by dehy-

drating and f{reezing them for a
brief period of time. This is one of
the safest and most cost-effective
ways to enhance food security,
prevent spoilage, preserve nutri-
ents and save money. We should
apply such methods.

In light of rising prices and food
shortages, Malaysia’s agriculture
and food Pollclcs require funda-
mental reforms.

The nation'’s food sovereignty
must be protected through com-
munity-farmer partnerships that
cultivate more local products
rather than rely on imported
goods.

This is because imported prod-
ucts affect the local agricultural
ecosystem and can cause uncer-
tainty in quality, safety and halal

asrects.

t 1§ also iImportant to note that

food security is a state’s ability to
row enough food on its own land
or its citizens,

Therefore our country has to
achieve food self-sufficiency. The
question is, at what stage of self-
sufficiency are we in now?
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