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STRAITSTIMES ...

Climate breakdown

Last call for action

Flm years ago yesterday, the United Nations, at the

urging of Sweden, held the first-ever intérnational en-
vironmental conference. The Guardlan called the
Stockholm conference, held at the city of Folkets Hus
at the site of a prison and a theatre specialising In farces, "the
winnlnz of a long and slow struggle to find and agree global
utions to these newly understood global environmental
problems™, It has certainly been a l::’g and slow struggle, It
wasn't until 20 years later that the leaders of the world would
agree to meet in Rio to Kick off the UN climate summits, the
most recent of which was COP26 in Glasgow, Scotland. Be-
tween Rlio and Glasgow, the world’s climate summits have
been, like the site of the Stockholm conference, both a prison of
man's folly. greed and neglect (to use the headline of the Daily
Mail of the day) and a theatre of farces, Here is why.

To begin with, global leaders do not understand the mag:
nitude of the climate problem we are dealing with, Katherine
Hayhoe, chief sclentist for the Nature Conservancy and pro-
fessor at Texas Tech University, tells The Guardian, Perhaps
thisis whmnuch of the national plans submitted to the climate
summits have been focusing on adaptation to limit damage to
the planet. Small wonder, zero-carbon emission Is of recent
vintage. Adapting to climate change is an excuse to continue
with business-as-usual greenhouse gas emissions, "Our in-
frastructure, worth trillions of dollars, bullt over decades, was

built for a planet that no longer
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she says, we are about to wipe out
scientists are 10,000 years of our civilisation,

right, the Earth is ~if that is not enough, here is

i oo, 2 el o Lo i
at least a 2.7°C- COP26 and what policies and mea-

planet... sures are being implemented
overnments around the world,

¢ signs that polmuothemm
all around us. If climate sclentsts are right, the 15
heading to being at least a 2.7°C-planet, not the one under 2°C
as promised by COP26. Some are even preparing us for a 3.6°C
Earth, If this comes to pass — It will, If we continue with our
folly. greed and neglect of the planet — nothing less than
catastrophe awalits us, In short, an uninhabltable planet. This
Is the view of three former executive secretaries of the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change, parent treaty to
the Paris agreement, Michael Zammit Cutajar, Yvo de Boer and
Christiana Figueres. They lssue thelr warning in The Guardian
thus: “The further climate change progresses, the more we lock
In a future featuring more ru harvests, and more food
Insecurity, along with a host of other problems including rises
In sea level, threats to water security, drought and deser-
tification, Governments must act against climate change while
also dealing with other pressing crises.” The hope s that this
50th anniversary of the Stockholm conference, planned for
this week, would push governments around the world 1o act
before it is too late. Making climate change promises is one
thing. Getting them done is another. s there a need for mo-
tivation? Here s one from Deloitte. If the world acts now to
rapidly achieve zero emissions by mid-century, it would ben-
efit the global economy by USS43 trillion over the next 50
years, Almost USS1 trillion a year, Butshouldn'tleaving behind
a habitable planet be & better motivation?




